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“Deeds Not Words”

Welcome back to the 2nd issue of our E-Magazine! Judging by some of the comments we 
received, it would appear our fi rst issue was a success. And, thank you for your kind words.

In this issue, we’re focusing on canines and the many forms they take in our world. At the 
Wildlife Waystation, we have been home to many of these fascinating creatures over the 
nearly 35 years we have been here. I’ve always had dogs as my personal pets, and can’t 
imagine life without them.

In the following pages you’ll meet some of the many canines that have been residents at 
Wildlife Waystation over the years, and learn things that maybe you didn’t already know. Of 
course, they’re very photogenic, as you will see.  

As you look at the photos, and read their stories, maybe you’ll see a favorite and decide to 
help care for that animal by becoming an Animal Sponsor. (See page 43 to learn how you may 
become a Sponsor.)

In any case, I hope you enjoy and are informed by our magazine. We look forward to your 
comments.

Founder
Wildlife Waystation

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
by Beverly Setlowe 

One day when I was still on the Wildlife Waystation 
staff , my car was in the shop and my husband, Rick, 
came by to pick me up in the evening. As we were 
leaving, I took him out in back of the offi  ce on top 
of the hill, which overlooks the entire compound. 
“I want to show you something”, I told him, as he 
looked on expectantly. I cupped my hands around 
my mouth, and let out a long, dramatic wolf howl 
while he stared at me quizzically. I have been 
known to do strange things, but this surprised even 
him. I am, however, pretty good at howling.

A few seconds later, a lone wolf call plaintively 
answered me. Then another, and another, and 
another. These calls were joined by the higher pitched voice of the coyote. As if that wasn’t 
enough, lions, tigers, and other animals joined in, and then the chimpanzees started their 
crazed-sounding screams. Soon the entire valley was alive with an amazing cacophony 
of animal songs. I put down my hands and looked to Rick. He was still staring out over the 
“Valley of Song”. I awaited his comments, fearing that he might say something like “What 
was that all about?” But his only comment was: “...you ought to pay them to let you do that!”

Well, I didn’t pay them, but I did continue to amaze visitors with this little show. It doesn’t 
always work out so dramatically, however. I remember one particular occasion when we 
were still conducting our tours. While visitors were waiting to go out on their tour, we had 
animal presentations in which I participated. As part of the program we would bring a variety 
of species onto the stage in our Oasis area and have a little show and tell. We had a couple 
of our wolves on stage, so I thought I would entertain and amaze the visitors by inducing 
them to howl. I proceeded to let out one of my most mellifl uous wolf cries. I certainly got the 
attention of the audience. The wolves, however, ignored me and the audience stared at me 
as if I was crazed. So, it doesn’t always work. I still like to howl, and more often than not, do 
get some replies from around the compound - usually from the animals.

I’ve had the opportunity to work with many species of animals in my more than twenty 
years as both volunteer and staff  member. But, I believe I’ve had the most memorable and 
satisfying experiences with the canines. In addition to several wolves, beginning with the 
beautiful Navarre, I’ve spent much time with Arctic foxes, gray foxes and at least one red 
fox. Coyotes have been a very special involvement for me, beginning with the beautiful 
Mariah, then Luna and Yoda, the brother and sister team. Phoenix was so young when he 
came to the WW, that being alone would have been stressful. Consequently, for a time, he 
spent days in the offi  ce with me, and then went home with me at night. Soon we introduced 
him to a very young wolf pup, and until we had an appropriate enclosure for them, I took 
care of the duo. (There’s a little story about Phoenix and Aisha on page 13)

So, we’ve dedicated this issue of the Wildlife Waystation Magazine to all the wonderful 
canines we’ve known, loved, and been fascinated with. And, who could resist falling in love 
with the beautiful Griz, this issue’s cover boy, in an amazing photo by our Managing Editor/
Photographer, Joe Dovala. 4 5



Wildlife Waystation Volunteers
Volunteers are a vital resource at Wildlife Waystation. They supervise and perform in numerous 
important areas of the WW’s vast and complex operation.

Here are the names of those dedicated hardworking individuals currently in charge of the various 
areas of volunteer activities at this diverse sanctuary known as Wildlife Waystation:

Animal Enrichment Team Leaders:
 Bob and Denise Friend 
 Suzie Larson
 Heather Marvin
 Pat Nelson
 Lin Tanenbaum
 Lynn and Wally Wilson

Educational Animal Handling Supervisor
*Dana Stangel

Volunteer Educational Animal              
Team Leaders:

Laura Finlayson
May Finlayson
Bob Friend
Jerry Johnson
Barbara Marxmiller
Julie Medrano
Phyliss Morris
Beverly Setlowe
Dana Stangel
Pete Vela

Communications Supervisor/Facilities 
Project Supervisor

*Bob Friend

Enclosure Cleaning Supervisor
*Sharon Beringer

Data Entry
Suzie Lascoe

Green Team
*Tony Brown

Mailings and Membership
Jerry Gillaspie

Mentor Program Leader
Heather Marvin

Outreach Supervisor
*Karen Suter

Produce Pick-Up
Liz Hernandez

Recycling
Carol Osterman
Eunice Nagai-Kamimura

Special Events
*Pat Zabaro

Volunteer Acquisitions
Kathy Eshenko

Volunteer Level One Program
*Dana Stangel

Volunteer Programs and Development 
Supervisor

*Geri Sue Cox

Volunteer Orientation

If you’ve always wanted to work with animals or 

animal causes, this is your chance! The Wildlife 

Waystation seeks volunteers who can assist in 

many functions both on the ranch and for our 

outreach programs. Volunteer orientations are 

help once a month and are open to anyone at 

least 18 years of age. For additional information 

and reservations, please call (818) 899-5201, or 

download application and register online.

2nd Saturday of every month, weather permitting, with reservation

Costs $25 per person
Be on time.

Bring your own lunch and bring plenty of water.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Quick Notes
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by Marilee J. Potthoff . photo by Joe Dovala

 Ask the average person their opinion about coyotes, and chances are you’ll illicit a strong 
reaction, either positive or negative, accented by an emotional story about a personal 
experience or a pet’s encounter with one of these common but elusive creatures. There 
seems to be no middle-ground in people’s perceptions of coyotes. Either people fear them 
or want to protect them at all costs. These love-hate feelings are nothing new. 

Perhaps it is the elusive nature of coyotes that has contributed to folklore about them in 
diff erent cultures, and captured peoples’ imaginations. The howling and yipping sounds of 
coyotes drew awe and fear in many early Anglo settlers, who hadn’t previously encountered 
them while living in Europe. The sounds seemed mysterious and unsettlingly wild. But 
before the fi rst white settlers set foot in North America, the American Indian tribes held them 
in high regard, for they were accustomed to sharing their home with coyotes and respected 
their place in the natural world. Some Western Indian tribes literally gave them deity status. 
In Crow Indian mythology, “Old Man Coyote’s” position was supreme. Desert tribes referred 
to coyotes as “God’s dog,” and the Navajo set the coyote’s status over the wolf. The name 
“Coyote” was derived from the ancient Aztec’s reference to a god called Coyotlinauatl, 8 9



whose 
worshippers dressed in coyote skins. The Aztecs applied 
coyote behavior in other gods whom they worshipped, as well.  

Over the last century many people have tried to eradicate coyotes. But the vacancy 
never lasts. In fact, it tends to cause the population to multiply, with larger litters 
occurring to fi ll the void.  As one biologist put it, “Killing coyotes is like mowing the 
lawn. It stimulates vigorous new growth.”

As the most adaptable member of the Canidae family, coyotes, known scientifi cally 
as Canis latrans, easily make themselves at home in just about any urban or rural 
landscape. But with the secretive, suspicious nature of these nocturnal animals, they 
can often hide in wide abundance in any one place with relatively little trace to us 
of their existence until a happenstance encounter.  There may be dozens living in a 
single city neighborhood, but people may only have the privilege of an occasional 
glimpse of one or two racing across a road or lawn in search of any number of things 
-- food or water, new territory or their fellow pack members. But this amazing ability to 
adapt to human environments doesn’t mean they want anything to do with us, other 
than to take advantage of our leftovers. In fact, the researchers who study coyote 
behavior affi  rm that they have an innate fear of humans. It is their survival instinct to 
do so. 

People are much more likely to be bitten by a domestic dog. Each year, there are 
approximately 3 million children bitten by dogs. In contrast, over the course of several 
decades, best estimates indicate there have been less than 300 recorded coyote 
attacks that have resulted in human injuries in the U.S., most involving small children 
who were left alone outside without adult supervision. So it seems much more 
prudent to fear being bitten by family pets than wild coyotes.    

Problems arise when people purposely or unknowingly condition or train them not 
to be afraid of us. Such is the case when people try to feed wild coyotes. The irony 

is that, as with all wild animals, it inevitably 
leads to a death sentence for the coyote as 
they begin to associate people with a desirable 
food source and lose their fear. Thus begins 
a downward spiral of begging, which often 
leads to malnutrition since the animal no 
longer feels the need to hunt for their natural 
diet. Soon, they are at the back door, and any 
nearby domestic cat or small dog becomes 
a tantalizing and rather eff ortless dinner 
opportunity should the coyotes fi nd no one to 
throw them a scrap. 

As rural areas are gobbled up by new housing 
developments and roadways, more people are 
crossing paths with coyotes. So far, it appears 
that coyotes are accepting our presence 
much better than we are theirs. Not only that, 
but they are fi nding ways to thrive in their 
newfound landscapes.

Remarkable fl exibility in diet, social structures 
and physical abilities, matched with highly-
developed survival intelligence, are all 
hallmark coyote traits. They can run at speeds 
of up to 40 miles per hour, and are agile 
enough to scale tall fences and navigate 
through holes in fences that are half their 
body width. Unlike the domestic dog, coyotes 
tend to mate for life and, in contrast to wolves, 
they can easily survive alone, in pairs or in 
small packs of closely related members. They 
have been observed hunting cooperatively 
with other species, such as badgers, 
and have been known to follow 
ravens to help locate food. They 
are omnivores - their natural diet 
includes rabbits, squirrels, rats, 
mice, eggs, small reptiles, 
insects, grasses and 
berries. However, they 
are opportunistic 
foragers and will 
happily eat almost 
anything. Their 
personalities can vary 
as much as any found in 
human nature.

In my volunteer work with 
the Wildlife Waystation, I have had the good 
fortune of handling and closely observing one elu sive 1110
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MEET PHOENIX & AISHA
The Canine “Frenemies”
text and photo by Beverly Setlowe 

Aisha, the timber wolf, was only 6 weeks old when the owner, who realized that a wolf is not the 
same thing as its domestic counterpart, AND raising her privately could prove to be a mistake, 
brought her to the Waystation.

Because she was so young, it was decided that it would not be appropriate or comfortable for her 
to be alone, since wolves are, by nature, pack animals. Consequently, for a few months Aisha 
spent most of her time with me. During the daytime, she would hang out with me in my Waystation 
offi  ce (with frequent trips outside). In the evening she would hop into my little 2-seater MR2 for the 
drive to my home in Toluca Lake.

My husband, Rick, loved the playful pup. It should be noted, however, that he was not the one who 
cleaned up the kitchen after she had spent the night there. She also got along with our French 
Briard, Balzac, who pretty much regarded her wild ways with a rather bored sort of acceptance. 

A short time after Aisha joined the Waystation’s 
canine population, a weeks-old coyote pup was 
brought to in by a caring individual who found 
him alongside the road. Because they were both 
so young, Martine Colette decided to introduce 
them to each other. Although in the wild, these 
canine species are enemies, fi ghting for territory 
and prey, because of their youth, and the fact 
that they had no other canine family, they 
quickly bonded. For a while, I cared for both 
of them, in my offi  ce, and at home, until we 
felt assured that it would be safe to let them 
cohabitate without constant supervision. They 
became quite comfortable riding in my car and 
enjoyed playing in our secure back yard. 

Aisha was eventually introduced to a group of 5 other wolves residing in a very large hillside 
enclosure. Her youthful exuberance, while enjoyed by some members of the pack, seemed to be 
merely tolerated by others. At about the same time, Phoenix was moved to an enclosure adjacent 
to that of a female coyote. I remember thinking that while Phoenix was living with the fast-growing 
Aisha, if he wondered if all girls were that big! They continued their rare friendship for a long time 
and were taken for walks together by their handlers. They also were a big hit when they appeared 
together at our Tour Sunday presentations, as well as many other events. It was, after all, 
extremely rare to see a wolf and a coyote appear together.

I continued working with Aisha and Phoenix for several years. Sadly, they have now both left 
us, but I will always cherish the privilege I had of spending so much quality time with these two 
wonderful animals.

Aisha was eventually introduced to a group of 5 other wolves residing in a very large hillside 
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of their resident coyotes, who could not be released to the wild and was a part of the Waystation’s 
public education program. Her name was Luna. My experiences with Luna not only helped me to 
learn about coyote behavior, it taught me much more than I had ever thought possible about their 
capability for immense loyalty, love and trust.

The fact is that coyotes are here to stay among us who live in places, such as Los Angeles County. 
So, what can you do to ensure a peaceful co-existence with these animals in your neighborhood?

1) If you love your pet, don’t leave them alone outdoors, especially at night. Also, don’t leave pet 
food outside. 

2) Keep shrubs, bushes and other tall plants trimmed and away from your house. Tall brush can 
attract small rodents, a staple of a coyote’s diet. 

3) If you see one, don’t encourage them to your door with food or try to lure them to you for any 
reason – leave them alone and you’ll fi nd co-existence with the coyotes is entirely possible; and 
maybe even enjoyable. 

If you still wish coyotes were not living near you, remember that coyotes play an important role in 
a healthy environment by keeping populations of rodents in balance. An area with coyotes is never 
overrun with rats and mice or other rodents.

12
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Levels Benefits
Wildlife Supporter
$120 Annually or $10 Monthly

• Certifi cate of Sponsorship with a photo of your animal 
• Donor recognition in our eMagazine 
• Wildlife Waystation decal

Wildlife Friend
$240 Annually or $20 Monthly

All of the above benefi ts plus…
• Sponsor card with 10% off  Waystation merchandise

Wildlife Angel
$600 Annually or $50 Monthly

All of the above benefi ts plus…
• Personalized plaque on our sponsorship recognition wall

Wildlife Guardian
$1000 Annually or $85 Monthly

All of the above benefi ts plus…
• Reservation for two to attend a Cocktail Party with Martine 
Colette, Founder, in the enchanting gardens of her home. Guests 
will be awed by magical sights and the sounds of the wild. An 
unforgettable experience!

Wildlife Champion
$2,500 Annually or $210 Monthly

All of the above benefi ts plus…
• Reservation for four to attend a Cocktail Party with Martine 
Colette, Founder, in the enchanting gardens of her home. Guests 
will be awed by magical sights and the sounds of the wild. An 
unforgettable experience!

Wildlife Patron
$5,000 Annually or $420 Monthly

All of the above benefi ts plus…
• Reservation for two to attend a Safari Dinner with Martine 
Colette, Founder in the enchanting gardens of her home. Guests 
will be awed by magical sights and the sounds of the wild. 
• At this very special level of giving, your gift will help build 
and enrich permanent enclosures for the animal, or species of 
your choice. A permanent granite plaque by the enclosure will 
commemorate your generous gift and increase the quality of life 
for your sponsored animal!

Wildlife Benefactor
$10,000 Annually
or $835 Monthly

All of the above benefi ts plus…
• A Safari Dining Experience for eight with Martine Colette in 
the enchanting gardens of her home. Guests will be awed by 
the magical sights and the sounds of the wild. An unforgettable 
experience!

ANIMAL SPONSORSHIP
When you sponsor an animal for yourself, or as a gift, you will make a signifi cant contribution to 
the care of one of our magnifi cent animals. Please review the various levels of sponsorship as well 
as the choices you have from over 30 species. Please call the WW today (818) 899-5201. 

In alphabetical order: African Lion, Alligator, American Bison, Baboon, Black Bear, Bobcat, Capuchin, 
Chimpanzee, Coyote, Desert Burros, Desert Tortoise, Emus, Golden Eagle, Grizzly Bear, Hawk, Iguana, 
Kinkajou, Leopard, Ligress, Llama, Lynx, Macaque, Macaw, Mountain Lion, Owl, Python, Rhea’s, Serval, 
Spider Monkey, Tiger, Wolf-Hybrid, Wolf, Zebra.

MEET THE 
STAFF 

In each issue of our 
magazine we will feature 

one of the staff  members at the Wildlife 
Waystation. While volunteers make up a 
considerable number of the work force, 
a small cadre of paid employees brings 
their daily skills and energy required to 
properly run an animal sanctuary. Without 
these full time folks the Waystation could 
not provide the necessary day by day care 
for the animals residing here.

Anher Flores was eighteen when he fi rst 
came to the Wildlife Waystation in 1990. “I 
really just fell into the job. I needed one and 
the idea of working with animals piqued my 
interest. Growing up, I had always enjoyed 
being around all kinds of animals. Now, having 
spent my entire adult life in this job, it’s hard to 
believe it’s been twenty years.”

Some of the most memorable events Anher 
has experienced during his time at the 
Waystation include the arrival of thirty African 
lions rescued from an unsafe Idaho facility, 
and the large group of chimpanzees that came 
to the Waystation from a New York research 
institution.  

“I just love observing the young animals as 
they mature, and getting to know them and 
their personalities. It’s been so rewarding 
working with the chimpanzees and learning 
how intelligent they are. But it’s also 
heartbreaking when those animals with which 
I’ve shared so much of the past twenty years 
pass on.”

There have also been a few scary situations, 
like the major brush fi re – called the “Station 
Fire” of a year ago, which came very close 
to the Waystation and potentially could have 
destroyed the facility. Anher admits that 
evacuating all those animals, which were in 

harms way, was one of the most challenging 
situations he’s endured. Such frightening 
ordeals, however, are off set by the tremendous 
satisfaction he gets from working with a group 
of very caring and dedicated co-workers and 
volunteers.

When not at work, Anher confesses to an 
interest in computers, sports and poker!

“I really want to continue my work with the 
animals, and see the Waystation grow and 
always be able to provide for all the animals in 
need.”

Anher Flores is the WW Compound Manager.
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by Dana Stangel. photo by Joe Dovala

Think back to the last time you were at a zoo or wild animal park or other such place, and you passed 
by the wolf enclosure. Did you see the wolves? Did you hear them? In most cases, the answer is no. 
The big, bad wolf of fairytale yore is in actuality one of the shyest animals on the planet. They are so 
wary of humans that even the best trackers have trouble pinpointing their location. There are very few 
documented cases of wolves attacking humans in the wild in the United States.

1716



Wow!
They are physiologically incredible. It is said that a wild wolf (canis lupus) can smell prey or 
decomposing matter several miles away and up to two feet underground. Their howl can be heard 
miles away. They can dig three feet in fi fteen minutes. When they roam their territory, they can 
cover hundreds of miles in one day. They have great night vision and excellent hearing. Their 
feet can be huge, like snowshoes, for running on top of snow to catch their prey.  Their fur can 
be completely waterproof and very warm. If they don’t make it back to their den, wolves may still 
survive a cold arctic night by curling their tail over their face as they sleep.

Can I take one home???
The reason the Wildlife Waystation is home 
to so many wolves is that they do not make 
good pets. The energy it takes to hunt and 
run hundreds of miles in a day would be 
contained in your home or backyard. This 
means lots of chewing, digging and jumping. 
Siding gets eaten off  of houses, dens get 
dug that may be four feet deep and ten 
feet long.  But maybe they are good guard 
dogs? They have such strong jaws! Nope, 
while the intruder is coming in the front door, 
the shy wolf will be exiting out the back 
door. You might, however, be interested in 
the cousin of the wolf for a pet. He’s been 
bred for thousands of years to be just that-
the greatest pet in the world.  Of course, 
I’m talking about canis familiaris, the dog. 
Scientists believe the dog and the wolf 
separated genetically about 12,000 years 
ago.

More than One Flavor
Did you know that there are several diff erent kinds of wolves in the world?  It all depends on their 
habitat. Do they need big snowshoe feet and thick fur? Is it better for them to be tall or short? 
Gray wolves are probably the wolves you think of when you think of wolves. It is an umbrella term 
for all of the northern wolves: timber, arctic, Mackenzie Valley, etc. These are the wolves that 
live in the Arctic, Yellowstone, Canada and Alaska. If there is a nature show about wolves, they 
are usually talking about gray wolves. If the zoo has wolves, you can bet they are gray wolves. 
California’s native wolf, however, would have most likely been a Mexican wolf (canis rufus baileyi), 
a subspecies of the gray wolf that is physiologically distinct. They have the same wolfy face as 
the gray wolf but a smaller body (more the size of a large coyote or small German Shepherd) 
and fur that doesn’t need to be very warm or waterproof. Mexican wolves used to be found in 
Mexico, Texas, Arizona, and California. Now they are being reintroduced in certain parts of Arizona 

(they are gone in the wild from most of the areas they used to 
inhabit.)  

Wolves, simply put, are phenomenal creatures. So, why are 
they endangered? Years ago when Americans were forging 
their way westward, they had needs. The ranchers wanted to 
protect their cattle from wild animals. Wolves seemed to be 
a major predator. Studies show, however, that wolves prefer 
the hunt. Their pack system is dependent upon it and other 
social endeavors. Elk and deer (ungulates) appear to be their 

favorite diet, as opposed to cows and goats 
(bovines), and sickly or weak animals 
are also preferred as opposed to healthy 
livestock. And so many of the people 
moving westward thought they’d strike it 
rich somehow, only to realize they were 
hungry, sick and needed to take care of 
their family. Ranchers off ered quite a bit for 
the head of a wolf, so a good living was to 
be made hunting them. By the 1920’s, the 
wolf population in California and most of the 
United States had been decimated. (This is 
also true of the Grizzly or Brown Bear, by 
the way.)

They’re Back!
Yellowstone has proven to be a fertile 
proving ground for wolves. Since the 
wolf reintroduction there in 1995, wildlife 
biologists have been able to track their 
movements individually and as packs. They 

have seen what happens when a wolf separates from his pack 
and they have watched packs battle other packs over territory. 
They have witnessed what happens when wolves meander 
outside the borders of the park, and watched a pack of 30 
produce two denning pairs at the same time - unheard of!  

One of the major things the biologists have documented is 
the impact the wolves are having on the park and surrounding 
areas. During the decades when there were no wolves, the 
ungulate (deer/elk) populations began to rise. It created 
a situation where disease was easily spread, the grasses 
were being overgrazed, animals were dying of hunger, and 
the riverbed was disappearing, losing its banks because the 

Wolf Talk…
One of the most intriguing things 
about the wolf is her howl. Why 
do they howl?  Do they really howl 
at the moon? We believe that 
howling is one of their major forms 
of communication, used when they 
cannot see one another. It can 
mean, “I’m lonely!” or “Where are 
you?” or “We’re eating!!” Or, “I miss 
my mate,” or “we’re here, other 
wolves, so don’t try it!” When you 
don’t depend on electricity, nights 
with a full moon are more active 
than evenings with a smaller or no 
visible moon at all. For everyone, 
humans included! Scientists 
guess that wolves, like humans, 
are more social later into the 
evening on nights with a full moon. 
The other form of communication 
that wolves use is body language. 
Fast and slow movements, large 
and small movements, some 
imperceptible to the human eye 
and some so grand you can’t help 
but know what it means. Watching 
his eyes, ears, tail, fur, and teeth 
can tell you a lot about what a wolf 
is thinking right now. Mythology 
would have us believe that wolves 
are psychic and blood thirsty, 
but careful observation over the 
years has shown an incredible 
vocabulary of body language in 
the wolf community.

I’m talking about canis familiaris, the dog. 

separated genetically about 12,000 years 

More than One Flavor
Did you know that there are several diff erent kinds of wolves in the world?  It all depends on their 
habitat. Do they need big snowshoe feet and thick fur? Is it better for them to be tall or short? 

photo by Joe Dovala
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grass that supported them was gone. When the wolf returned, the ungulate population was put in 
check and the grasses came back. This led the way to the beaver re-establishing his hearty little 
presence by creating dams in the riverbanks, which are essential to the health of the river and the 
area around it. This is one of the many reasons the wolf is considered to be a “keystone species”. 
Without these animals, the ecosystem slowly falls apart.  

My Point of View
As a person who has the extreme privilege of working 
with these awesome animals, I can say that they are 
really intelligent (more than dogs, even without a brain 
that’s one third larger!) and they show it in almost 

everything they do. They can feel your energy and they react to it. They know love and fear and 
loss. They make decisions. They have social rules. Being able to watch their body language to try 
to understand what they are thinking or what they are going to do next is one of my favorite things 
to do. I feel very lucky to be able to spend my spare time volunteering with these and other animals 
at the Waystation. Wolves are majestic beings and we are lucky to share the planet with them.

Former Volunteer: Still Giving
by Beverly Setlowe 

Rosella Takata was a Wildlife 
Waystation volunteer from 
1964 until she passed away in 
2000. A very hardworking and 
devoted individual, Rosella 
would often spend as much as 
12 hours a day, several days a 
week, helping to care for the 
thousands of orphaned baby 
animals which ended up at the 
Waystation each spring. She 
found it very rewarding to see 
them released back into the 
wild when they were ready. 

She also volunteered her time to help rake, clean, assemble cages and even worked in the animal 
hospital. As Rosella put it: “I just love being around the animals.”  

She also collected many beautiful and informative books, especially ones about animals.  It was 
her wish that her books benefi t the Wildlife Waystation. Rosella’s collection will soon be seen on 
our website, where some may be off ered for purchase with all proceeds to benefi t the Waystation.
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Wolf hybrids, aka wolf dogs, are the off spring of mating a wolf, Canis lupus and a 
domesticated dog, Canis lupus familiarius. Wolves & wolfdogs can be mated with 
any canid breed, with the most common mixes being Alaskan Malamutes, German 
Shepherd, and Siberian Huskies because of their wolf like appearance. Prehistoric 
evidence of the domestication of Wolfdogs in North America dates as far back as 

10,000 years ago, while fossil evidence in Europe suggests that they were used 
for hunting mammoths (see Dog vs. Wolf sidebar). The fi rst known record of hybrid 
breeding was documented in Great Britain in 1766 when it was believed that a male 
wolf was mated with a female Pomeranian dog, which produced a litter of nine pups. 

by Liz Hernandez    
photo by Joe Dovala



Wolf Hybrids are categorized into Low (1% 
to 39%), Mid (40% to 74%), and High (75% 
to 98%) wolf content. Mating a pure wolf to a 
pure domesticated dog will produce off spring 
that will be 50% wolf and 50% dog, thus a Mid-
content animal. Even when we know the actual 
percentage of each parent, we don’t know how 
much dog and how much wolf are in each pup 
because litter mates can be varying degrees 
of both. Hybrids typically inherit a range of 
confl icting behavioral traits, making their 
behavior less predictable than that of the wolf 
or dog. There are many obvious diff erences 

between wolves and dogs that separate them 
as a species. Wolves in the wild fear humans 
and will avoid contact whenever possible.  
Dogs socialize and want to be with humans. 
Wolves are powerful hunters. Dogs would not 
survive in the wild if left to fend for themselves. 
Hybrids, depending on wolf content, may 
display a similar social structure to that of the 
wolf, especially in a pack environment.

The wolfdog on the other hand, is both a dog 
and a wolf all the time. They tend to act like 
a wolf one minute and like a dog the next. 
Its human counterpart must be able to “read” 
the animal at all times, especially aggressive 
triggers which include direct eye contact, food 
and object guarding, lack of socialization, 

over-stimulation, predatory responses, wrongly 
rewarding the animal for aggressive behavior, 
or forcing the animal to do something it does 
not want to do. Never put yourself or others 
in a dangerous situation. Never try to take 
anything away from or hover over any animal 
that displays aggressive behavior. Instead, 
gently diff use the situation while remaining 
calm & composed. Off er a trade, preferably 
food, as a distraction.   

Hybrids, like wolves, communicate vocally 
by howling, growling, whining, barking, and 

posturing. They are highly intelligent animals 
and very, very strong.  Most have large heads, 
large teeth, powerful jaws, and can weigh 
from 80 to more than 100 pounds. Hybrids 
have thick furred ears, a narrow chest, narrow 
shoulders, a slim torso with long, lanky legs 
and a long, bushy tail. Their paws are large 
and webbed, and their body fur is very thick, 
having a dense undercoat in the winter that 
sheds to a thinner, shorter haired coat in the 
summer. Hybrids tend to come in a variety of 
colors ranging from black, grizzled gray, to all 
white. Some, but not all, hybrids have yellow 
eyes.

Both hybrid and domesticated pups should be 
socialized from a young age, exposing them 

to all kinds of situations, including children under 
adult supervision. This allows for the animal to 
become a more confi dent canine.  Unfortunately, 
most people have very little knowledge of wolf 
hybrids before they purchase or adopt one. As a 
result, many owners quickly become disillusioned 
as their cute puppy matures and becomes 
unmanageable, aggressive, and destructive.   

At the center of growing controversy is the 
subject of why wolf hybrids do not make good 
pets. Opposing opinions vary from aggressive, 
destructive, unpredictable, and untrustworthy 
time bombs, to gentle, playful, intelligent, and 
loving animals similar to the dog in their relations 
with people.  Many cities, counties, and states, 
support the banning of wolf hybrids. Much has 
been written about attacks upon children, both 
provoked and unprovoked.  Most reported 
cases state that the child was not properly 
supervised by a responsible adult; the animal 
was not properly contained, or was thought to 
be friendly and approachable. For this reason, 
children, because of their height and small 
demeanor, should never run near or around 
wolf hybrids, as this could very easily trigger a 
“prey drive” response. Children should always 
be accompanied by a responsible adult when 
around any animal.

To this day, hybrids remain largely 
misunderstood due to their poorly defi ned 
nature and lack of stable identity. Responsible 
ownership is vital to living successfully with a 

LOOKING FOR THE

PERFECT GIFT?
www.wildlifewaystation.org

Hybrid s can have un-
predictable behavior

Some hybrids have 
yellow eyes

Each litter mates 
can have varying 
degrees of their dog 
and wolf parents.

Hybrids tend to be 
healthier compared 
to their parents.

QUICK FACTS

24 25



wolf hybrid. This includes thoroughly educating one’s self about wolf hybrids, knowing your state, 
county, and local regulations regarding ownership (hybrids are illegal to own in California), safety 
and liability concerns, proper diet, containment, training, veterinarian care, and most importantly, lots 
of positive socialization and time spent with the animal.  

Footnote: I’d like to thank Lea Dahlen, Susie Larson, and Virginia Rattazzi for their years of 
commitment and dedication to our Hybrid Team, and for their contribution to this article. 

DOG VERSUS WOLF
text and photo by Joe Dovala

When some proud dog owner announces 
their shepard mix is part wolf they’d be 
wrong. Their dog is actually almost 
entirely wolf – genetically speaking 
of course! The genetic diff erence 
between the gray wolf and the 
domestic dog is less than 0.2%. It makes 
no diff erence whether it’s a chihuahua, poodle, 
malamute, or German shepard; their genome 
is nearly identical. DNA sequencing of wolf 
and dog genomes show them to be so close, 
no matter what the breed, that it’s virtually 
impossible to tell the diff erence. The wolf, 
coyote, and the domestic dog each carry 78 
chromosomes. That’s 32 more than humans. 
This huge reservoir of chromosomes is what 
accounts for the 
tremendous 
variation within 
dogs. Over 
thousands of 
years humans 
have been 
selecting for various traits and have bred the 
animals in such a way to maximize the results 
wanted. The evolutionary pressures on non-
domestic canids haven’t been as “colorful.” 
Even so, these diff erences are largely 
morphological as wolves, coyotes, and the 
family dog can still all interbreed.

No one is sure when the fi rst wolf became a 
“companion” to humans, but new evidence 
has possibly pushed the time frame back 
to some 100,000 years ago. With current 
domestic dogs showing a genetic trail to 
wolves originally found in the Middle East 
area. There was an enormous breakout of 
diff erent dog breeds between 6-12,000 years 
ago, which coincidently corresponds to human 
societies largely making the switch from 
hunter/gatherers to agrarian cultures. Prior to 

this it may not have 
been necessary 
for early humans 
to “modify” their 
canine cohorts. 
In other words, 

the heavy wolf 
infl uence would have been more useful for the 
hunter then the farmer.

Currently the Canine Genome Project (like 
it’s predecessor the Human Genome Project) 
is trying to fi gure out how a dog’s genes are 
arranged on the chromosomes and what genes 
control what traits. Creating these genetic maps 
allows researchers to identify and study genes 
associated with diseases in dogs. Genes for 
blindness and some cancers have already been 
identifi ed. This not only helps dogs, but learning 
the complex interrelationship of how genes 
regulate themselves will also make inroads into 
our own genome as well. So our furry friends 
will help us out in yet another way going into 
the future.

this it may not have 
been necessary 
for early humans 
to “modify” their 

the heavy wolf 

DNA sequencing of wolf and dog genomes show 
them to be so close, no matter what the breed, that it’s 

virtually impossible to tell the diff erence
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MEET SEDONA & RIVER
by Julie Medrano. photos by Mike Rapp 

Sedona and River are two of the latest additions to the WayStation population.  Sedona, a female 
coyote was found in April in Pasadena at about two weeks of age.  River, a male coyote came 
from out of state and is about two weeks younger than Sedona.  Even though they are close in 
age, they are quite diff erent in looks and personality.

Sedona is shy around people, but otherwise adventuresome. Things don’t seem to bother her too 
much as long as there isn’t a person attached to them.  She is probably a “Southern Belle” with 
long ears and legs, short hair, and a lovely long muzzle.  Her physical characteristics would enable 
her to live in a desert or warm parts of the U.S.  

On the other hand, River usually likes to meet people and is likely to lick hands and roll over for a 
scratch or two when meeting someone. But he will be bothered by buckets, shovels, and anything 
that is new to him.  He is probably a Northern coyote, with short ears and legs, a wonderful heavy 
fur coat, and a short muzzle. His characteristics would enable him to live in an area that is cold 
and snowy.

Coyotes, by nature, are curious, but easily frightened and “spooked”. We are working with our 
coyotes to help them overcome their inhibitions so they can be used to introduce coyotes to 
the public and distinguish fact from fi ction in the public eye. Since coyotes are becoming more 
urbanized, they are less fearful of people and have become part of some neighborhoods. We are 
going to do our part to educate the public so that coyotes and people can live in harmony.
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Enjoy the Wildest VIP Dining 
Experience in Southern California!

The Wildlife Waystation off ers an exclusive opportunity to experience our 
unique wildlife sanctuary as a private guest of internationally renowned wildlife 
rescue expert and Wildlife Waystation founder, Martine Colette.

The Safari Dining Experience promises to be an unforgettable evening! Enjoy 
an elegant dinner, or cocktail party, under the stars with fascinating and 
historical Waystation stories told by your hostess, Martine Colette. Guests will 
be awed by magical sights and the sounds of the wild – the many animals who 
call this sanctuary home; African lions, tigers, mountain lions, bears, wolves, 
chimpanzees and more!

A magical evening awaits you!
For reservations and information, please contact us: (818) 899-5201

Group reservations are as follows:
-  Dinners at $250 per person
-  Cocktail Parties at $150 per person

Individual reservations are accepted as follows:
-  Dinners at $250 per person will be off ered on the 2nd Saturday of the  
month (minimum number of individual reservations must equal 10)
-  Cocktail Parties at $150 per person will be off ered on the 4th Friday of 
the month (minimum number of individual reservations must equal 8)

Proceeds go to care for the animals who reside at the Wildlife Waystation, a non-profi t, 
501(c)(3) organization and are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Wildlife Waystation Dining Experiences
come feast with us
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Wildlife WayStation
Hallmark  Volunteers

ADRIAN WHEELER: Canine Team Member

Adrian heard about the Waystation from news 
reports in 2009 when a brush fi re – labeled the 
“Station Fire” – came dangerously close and 
animals had to be evacuated. He signed up for 
the next Volunteer Orientation that October. 
“I’d previously visited the various zoos and 
private sanctuaries in Southern California and 
was fascinated to learn there was a wild animal 
sanctuary so close to the San Fernando Valley, 
where I live.”

Adrian quickly became involved in many volunteer 
activities. He has participated in off -ranch events, 
working with opossums, goats, ferrets and exotic 
birds, and is co-team leader on goats. He recently 
was invited to join the coyote team, and has 
been learning about canine behavior from the 
Waystation’s staff  animal handlers, Neil Egland 
and Mike Rapp.

“My favorite animals are the big cats, specifi cally 
the tigers. Many people are drawn to the large 
predators because I think we hope to take in a bit 
of their essence and beauty away with us. The 
tiger and lion are apex predators, and we admire 
something that rules its domain with fearless, 
absolute freedom because we also want that in our 
lives. I also fi nd that any animal I begin to research 
and learn about quickly develops a place in my 
heart. Any time the tigers “chuff ” at me, Kiowa, the 
mountain lion “meows”, or hearing the lions roar up 

a storm, I am instantly reminded of how privileged 
I am.”

Adrian came from a very large family – he was one 
of eleven children! “We never had pets because 
someone was always allergic to something animal 
related. I didn’t know what it was like to have pets 
until I was 23, so while I would never consider 
any animal at the Waystation a pet, I think I’m 
making up for lost time being around such beautiful 
animals. “He hopes to keep contributing his time to 
the Waystation and advance his knowledge of the 
animals, and in turn teach others. “I hope to do a 
little bit of everything so I can fi nd where I fi t best 
and to fulfi ll my curiosity. Every time I see a group 
of volunteers heading off  for a project, I am left 
wondering if I would fi nd their activity enjoyable.”

When Adrian is not at the Waystation, he wears 
a suit and tie for his 9 to 5 offi  ce job.  One day he 
hopes to have a career in law enforcement.

LIZ HERNANDEZ: Produce Pick Up Supervisor

“I remember the drive up Little Tujunga Canyon 
and the excitement and anticipation I felt at seeing 
this sanctuary for the very fi rst time. It seemed 
like I would never get there. I attended Orientation 
in October of 2002, and am now going into my 
ninth year with the same excitement I had while 
on my fi rst drive up the canyon. I was in awe 

SHARON BERINGER: Enclosure Cleaning 
Supervisor 

Sharon Beringer was fi rst introduced to the Wildlife 
Waystation in 1997, when she was an employee of 
MGM in Santa Monica. African lion, Leo, was spon-
sored by the studio and came to celebrate his fi rst 
and second birthdays with handler Neil Egland and 
several volunteers. Shortly after that, Sharon attended 
an evening tour and became a volunteer in March of 
2000.

This busy volunteer has been involved in the native 
wildlife baby-feeding program, cage cleaning and 
enrichment, produce pick-up, work parties, off -ranch 
events and Safari Brunch fund-raising events. She 
has also functioned as a tour back-up, helps with 
night security and in the offi  ce, shuttles other vol-
unteers in the Waystation vans, and is on the bear 
enrichment team. Sharon also enjoys being on many 
volunteer animal handling teams, including raccoon, 
opossum, ferrets, pigs, goats and prairie dog.

Her most memorable moment at the Waystation oc-
curred while she was working night security. “A motor 
caravan, led by Martine Colette, was bringing in an 
injured bear for treatment. As the rescue vehicles 
turned onto the road into the compound, all of the ani-
mals broke into a loud greeting, as if to welcome the 
bear to the Waystation.”

Sharon is currently on the Volunteer Supervisory 
Board, as Enclosure Cleaning Supervisor. She 
hopes to become a tour guide in the future when the 
Waystation is again open to the public, so that she 
can share the passion she holds for the magnifi cent 
animals residing there, and to help provide a warm 
welcome and training for new volunteers. Working 
again to rehabilitate native wildlife is also very high on 
her list of hopes and wishes for the future.
.

when going into the compound for the fi rst time at 
being so close to such amazing wild and exotic 
creatures. My favorite time is when the animals all 
vocalize together...the roars, howls, yips...and the 
compound becomes one beautiful song!”  

Most of her time when she fi rst began volunteering 
was spent cleaning in and around what was once 
called Hybrid Row.”That’s when I fi rst met Mac and 
Danny, Midnight, Tami, Tyr, Grizzly and Alaska. I 
eventually connected with the Wolf Hybrid Team 
and was invited to go on observational walks. After 
I completed my Level One class in May, 2003, I 
was invited to join the Hybrid Team, and became 
Team Leader in September, 2004.”

Liz has also been in charge of the Produce 
Pick Up Program for more than seven years, 
leading a team of many volunteers. “My team’s 
dedication and commitment to this program has 
made this program a success and helps keep the 
Waystation’s many omnivores and herbivores well 
fed.”

Liz is now a Level 3 Volunteer and often serves 
as a tour guide for the fund-raising dinner parties 
held by Martine Colette. She is also a member 
of the Mentor Committee, which oversees and 
coordinates volunteers for the Mentor Program, 
providing the opportunity for seasoned volunteers 
to help support and teach the newer volunteers as 
they become more familiar with working around 
wild and exotic animals in a safe and professional 
manner.

When not volunteering, Liz is currently Finance 
Manager for Big Bad Tomato, a full service 
interactive agency that specializes in website 
development for children and families. She 
previously spent nearly nine years working in 
Production Finance at Nickelodeon Animation 
Studio. “When I’m at home, I enjoy hanging out 
with my daughters and our dogs and cats.”
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WW WISH LIST
The Wildlife Waystation and the many animals we care for  rely on donations.  
For the daily maintenance of the facility, here is a list of some of the items we 
need.  If you can help by donating any of these, or know of someone who can, 
please call our offi  ce at (818) 899-5201

۞ P l a n t s  a n d  Tr e e s

۞ Garden Hose (5/8” and up)

۞ Large cooking pots – aluminum and stainless steel 8 – 20 quart capacity

۞ Cement/cement tools

۞ Rakes and shovels

۞ Paint brushes and rollers

۞ Working electric tools and appliances

۞ Construction wheelbarrows

۞ Plywood – full sheets 1/2” or better

۞ Outdoor extension cords (heavy duty-25’, 50’, 100’)

۞ Flat bottom bowls – ceramic or stainless steel

۞ Work gloves

۞ Building blocks

۞ Come-alongs (1 or 2T)

۞ Copy paper

۞ New or good used truck tires

۞ Galvanized or black pipe (1” or 2”)

۞ Color copier

۞ Wire: RG-11, Messenger or Flooded types

۞ Phone wire, 2 pair/4 pair

۞ Heavy-duty toys for chimpanzees: Play-Skool, Little Tykes, Today’s Kids

۞ Working Trucks: All types, from pick-ups to dump trucks

NAME _________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________ APT__________________

CITY___________________________ STATE_____ ZIP_________________

TELEPHONE (______)________________________

MASTERCARD, AMEX, or VISA accepted.

I want to help save our wild animals. Please enter my membership in the category marked:

All donations are tax deductible.

New volunteer Kim Tucker changes water for Ariana the liger. Daily chores 
like this are in constant need of attention and are performed by volunteers.

If you want to be more involved consider volunteering.

IF YOU’RE NOT ALREADY A MEMBER...

JOIN     TODAY!
click form to sign up
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NAME _________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________ APT__________________

CITY___________________________ STATE_____ ZIP_________________

TELEPHONE (______)________________________

MASTERCARD, AMEX, or VISA accepted.

I want to help save our wild animals. Please enter my membership in the category marked:

All donations are tax deductible.



A dog was the 
first animal in 
space.

The king cobra can 
reach a length of 
nearly 20 feet.

An ostrich can run 
45mph.

Blast From The Past
In each issue of our Wildlife Waystation On-Line Magazine, we will re-run an article from one of our 
previous print magazine. We thought it would be interesting to both our new readers, as well as 
providing our old friends with some reminiscences.

The following article appeared in the February, 1996 issue of the Wildlife Waystation Magazine. At 
that time, thousands of injured or orphaned young animals, including birds, opossums, squirrels 
and raccoons, were brought to the Waystation’s Baby Animal Trailer, or “B.A.T.Mobile” as it was 

often known. There they were lovingly cared for by an army of volunteers and staff  until they were 
ready to be released back into the wild. What follows is the B.A.T. encounter as seen through the 

eyes of Maxwell, a baby raccoon, as he describes his experience in a letter to his cousins.

As told to 
Richard Trudgen

Dear Cousins:

I suppose you have been wondering what happened to me. I am now really happy and comfortable 
in a nice place in the forest. There is plenty of food, a nice stream for water, and I have many new 
raccoon friends.  In fact I have found a girl raccoon and we are engaged. The people who located 
this place and brought me here really know what a raccoon needs and likes.

My life has certainly been hard during the last few months. I imagine you heard that my mother 
was killed by a big dog and he beat me up really bad. I was saved by a nice lady, who took me 
into her house. It was really scary because I didn’t know what she was going to do with me. I hurt 
and I was cold and I missed my mother. The lady made a telephone call and then wrapped me in a 
towel and put me in a big cardboard box that said “Maxwell House” on the sides. It was dark and I 
was frightened. We drove in the lady’s car for a long time and I didn’t know where we were going. 
Finally, we arrived at a place in the Angeles National Forest that had a big sign. “Martine Colette’s 
Wildlife Waystation”.

I was taken to a trailer that had signs saying BABY ANIMAL 
TRAILER and QUIET PLEASE, BABIES FEEDING. This 
was encouraging because, in addition to being frightened, 
I was really, really hungry! In the trailer, when they 
opened my cardboard box, I looked up and there were 
big humans looking at me. One had a badge that 
said “Staff ” and the other two had badges that said 
“Volunteer”. I didn’t know what this meant and only 
hoped they wouldn’t hurt me. 
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Well, I was in that Trailer for several weeks. I grew strong and learned to feed myself. Then I was 
transferred outside, behind the Baby Trailer, to a big cage where I was introduced to other young 
raccoons. I understand this was to remove me from human contact and let me learn to socialize 
with other animals. I missed the humans at fi rst. After a time, they moved me and my new raccoon 
friends out to a big wild place they called “Rehab Canyon;” where there was almost no contact with 
humans. A few weeks later, it was decided we were ready to go back to the wild. Nobody asked 
our opinion, but the big bosses at the Wildlife Waystation picked a perfect place for us, took us far 
away, releasing us here in the forest where I am now living. It has been quite an experience and I 
am sure glad that nice lady took me to the Wildlife Waystation. If she hadn’t, I probably wouldn’t be 
here, healthy and happy now.

Best Regards, your cousin 
Maxwell

Richard Trudgen, who wrote this piece for the Wildlife Waystation Magazine, was a 
volunteer for many years, until he moved out of state. His work in the Baby Trailer 
sparked this charming tale.  Although Wildlife Waystation is not currently taking in 
native animals for rehab, we hope to reestablish this important activity at some time 
in the future.

One of the volunteers picked me up and held me to her breast because she realized I was 
cold. They then examined me carefully from the tip of my nose to the bottom of my paws. They 
even wanted to determine if I was a boy or girl raccoon. It was terribly embarrassing! Once they 
determined I was not seriously injured, they weighed me, made out a hospital-
type chart and gave me a number. I began to feel more secure and felt 
myself relax a little. They put the baby animal formula in a hypodermic 
syringe with a small nipple and fed me. It was not like my mother, but 
I was so hungry and it tasted warm and good. After I had eaten, 
they put me, along with a nice towel and a stuff ed toy, in a small 
aquarium, which was on an electric heating pad. I cuddled up 
with the stuff ed toy, and boy, did I ever go to sleep fast. The 
next morning, a lot of commotion woke me up. I peeked out and I 
could see more of these volunteer humans scurrying about. There were cages and little 
incubators all over the place. I saw other raccoons, lots of squirrels, and some opossums, even 
a hedgehog. Gosh, was that hedgehog ever funny looking. I was able to read my chart and was 
relieved to see I didn’t have to have any of that medicine stuff . But, I wasn’t too happy to see that 
someone had written “MAX” on my chart. I never did like nicknames, but who wants to be known 
as “animal 447653”...?  I was hungry again and happy to see me chart indicated I was to be fed 
every two hours, from 8 am to 10 pm.  

The veterinarian came in and looked at all the baby animals. When he came to me, he picked me 
up, examined me all over and said I was in good shape. He made a note on my chart and handed 
me over to a blonde lady in a safari outfi t. She fed me with the hypodermic syringe and like my 
mother, stroked the back of my head while I was sucking the nipple. The humiliating part came 
after I had fi nished eating. The lady took a cotton ball soaked in warm water and washed me all 
over. She even massaged my private parts to stimulate evacuation. I kicked my little legs and feet 
and protested, but this was exactly what my mother would have done if she was here. Everyone 
was watching! The food was good, but it was sobering to realize they were going to do this to me 
every two hours!

These volunteers and staff  really work hard from March to October. Between feeding babies, they 
clean cages and change papers, towels and stuff ed toys. They do laundry, 
wash dishes, chop food in the kitchen and prepare meals for the self-feeding 

animals. They make a really clean environment. The big boss of all this 
activity is a lady named Tawny. (Sort of a prison matron type person.) She 
has a tough job making sure the baby animals are taken care of, but 
not imprinted on humans. After all, the main reason for all this work is 
not only to save the baby animals, but allow them to retain their fear of 
humans so they can be put back into their natural surroundings. Tawny 

was good to all of us, but she was very strict; and it was no secret that she 
was partial to the little squirrels. 

determined I was not seriously injured, they weighed me, made out a hospital-
type chart and gave me a number. I began to feel more secure and felt 
myself relax a little. They put the baby animal formula in a hypodermic 
syringe with a small nipple and fed me. It was not like my mother, but 

could see more of these volunteer humans scurrying about. There were cages and little 
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Coming � is YearONLINE SHOPPING
Each month we profi le a set of available 
cool Wildlife Waystation Gifts

Elephant Napkin Holder

Wolf Shirts

more info

more info
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OUTREACH PROGRAMS 
for Schools and Organizations
by Karen Suter

Education is a vital component of the Wildlife Waystation’s mission. Public educational 
programs off er virtual tours and Community Outreach programs.

The primary goal of these programs is to teach the caring and respect for all animals. Although most 
of the presentations have been directed to grade school students in the classroom, I have had the 
privilege of speaking to groups of people of all ages, from 18 months old, to senior citizens. Our 
personally narrated virtual tours are geared to accommodate the specifi c interests of groups and 
educational objectives of schools. 

Presentation Highlights include:
• Learning basic species information, particularly native wildlife.
• Explore the concept of coexistence with wildlife.
• Hear about and empathize with individual animals and their stories of rescue and rehabilitation.
• Develop a basic understanding of imprinting and diff erentiate between wild and domestic animals.
• Have the opportunity to observe the behavior of and handler interaction with live animals.

I particularly enjoy some of the responses from children. When asked why they think leopards take 
their food up into a tree, one third-grader responded that it was because “they don’t want to share”. 

Another student said that bobcats got their name because the “guy who found them was named 
Bob”.

Our presenters are volunteers and are not paid for their time or eff ort. However, the Wildlife 
Waystation does ask for a small donation. A minimum of $100 is suggested for the slide 
presentation with a question-and-answer period. When live animals are brought by a handler (with 
or without a slide presentation), a minimum donation of $150 is suggested. For groups over 50, 
and/or for a second presentation while the team is on site, we recommend an additional minimum 
donation of $50. Donations are tax-deductible and directly fund the care and feeding of animals at 
Wildlife Waystation.

Another popular Outreach Program is the “Wildlife Rangers”. Membership in this program is open 
to any student from age 5 through 14 who loves animals, wants to learn more about them, and 
make special animal treats. Students may work on Community Service requirements by helping 
with the Ranger Program, and the program also off ers opportunities for scout advancement. In 
this program, students learn how to make enrichment items for Wildlife Waystation animals, enjoy 
visitations from animals and their handlers at each meeting, and choose a wild animal and learn 
about it. When the students share the information they have gathered about an animal with the 
group, they will earn an animal button. After earning their second button, they will be presented 
with a safari hat on which they may display the buttons they have earned.

 The meetings are usually held the fourth Saturday of every month from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 
at Ranger Park, 11209 Foothill Blvd., Lakeview Terrace. A $1 donation is all it takes for students 
to attend these informative and eventful meetings. And, for only $10, they may purchase a Ranger 
T-shirt.  (All money goes to the Ranger Program and Wildlife Waystation animals.)

For further information about these programs, or to arrange for a presentation, please call Wildlife 
Waystation at (818) 899-5201.

Karen Suter is a member of the Volunteer Supervisory Board and is Outreach Supervisor
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Meet Joe and Richard

Joe Dovala
Professional underwater photographer

Joe started blowing bubbles in 1967, at the 
age of ten, when his father rented a two-
hose regulator and tank from a gas station/
diveshop in the small town of Yucaipa, CA. 
The infl uence of Sea Hunt’s Mike Nelson and 
The Silent World of Jacques Cousteau were 
just too much to ignore. Over the years he 
has been involved with many types of diving, 
including instruction, research, and technical 
sport diving. Somewhere along the line 
the idea of taking expensive cameras and 
immersing them in saltwater seemed like a 
good idea. Joe’s been professionally making 
images and writing since 1999.

Joe started volunteering at the WW in March of 2010. Though he knew of its existence since the 
1990’s, he didn’t have the time before to volunteer. After a few weeks at “The Ranch” he realized it 
would be nice to get the Waystation magazine started again. Of course, in these times a hard copy 
wasn’t going to fl y so the emag was born. He got a number of dedicated people together and they 
made it happen.

Richard Razo
Graphic & web designer

Richard Razo is a freelance graphic 
and web designer who likes animals, 
travel, nature, playing basketball, 
and photography. He was introduced 
to the Wildlife Waystation in 2010 
by Joe Dovala. Soon after Richard 
agreed to help the WW through pro 
bono work on these e-magazines. 
He hopes his contributions will help 
the WW further their exposure to the 
public and fund raising endeavors. 
Richard also is the web designer 
who revamped the web site that was 
relaunched in October 2010.
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2010 WW SPONSORS
We would like to thank the following people for their generous and timely support.

۞ Joe Dillon

۞ Susan Feeley

۞ Jason Jones

۞ Steve and Mary Kenyon

۞ Margot Lane

۞ Linda Larnerd

۞ Brandy Lawton

۞ Marsha Silady

۞ Vivian Sodini

۞ Diana Thater

۞ Lu Wenneker

Wildlife Friend  $240 Annua� y
۞ Katalin Antal

۞ Tim Bock

۞ Warren and Verna Bushey

۞ Joanne Colsen

۞ James & Vivian Haughton

۞ Barbara Klienbauer

Wildlife Benefa� or $10,000+ Annua� y
۞ Ady Gil

۞ Johan & Amy Peer

Wildlife Patron  $5,000 Annua� y
۞ John Morris

۞ Woolls and Peer

Wildlife � ampion $2,500 Annua� y
۞ Christina Lau

Wildlife Angel  $600 Annua� y
۞ The Altman Family

۞ William J. Blake

۞ Jean Cassidy

۞ Kay Magill

۞ Russ McNiff 

۞ Janice Modin

۞ Judy Palmer

۞ Alan Wiley

۞ Donna Winauski

۞ Dixie Wyborney

۞ Jaqueline Von Brentano

Wildlife Su� o� e  $120 Annua� y
۞ Maud Ard

۞ Joyce Atherton

۞ Cub Scouts of Saint Bede’s 
Catholic Church School

۞ Diana Barcelles

۞ Rosalie Bostick

۞ Angelo Buonocore

۞ Bette Butler

۞ Kathy Carruth

۞ Jaqueline Dunlop

۞ Juanita Edwards

۞ John Geirland

۞ Sandra Gill

۞ Joanne Horwitz

۞ Hilary Judd

۞ Betty Krug

۞ Karyn Kuster

۞ Linda La Frinais

۞ Patricia A. Maguire

۞ Betty Martin

۞ Marylin J. Michaels

۞ Carol Miller

۞ Deborah Miller
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a۞ Kathy Montano

۞ Marilouise Morgan

۞ Patricia Nevi-Maguire

۞ Jerri Oyama

۞ Bob and Jan Peters

۞ Marjorie Richmond

۞ Elinor Robison

۞ David Stock

۞ Myra Taft

۞ Lin Tanenbaum

۞ Annelene Voigt

۞ Andrea Winkler
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Coming in April the 1st ever

Wildlife Waystation 
Photo Contest.
Stay Tuned!

Photo by Dave Welling

Photo by Joe Dovala
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Photo by Dave Welling

Photo by Joe Dovala
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WANT TO 
ADVERTISE?

call Shelly
(818) 899-5201

RichardRazo.com
graphic + web design

Serving small local businesses in Ventura County and beyond

        Dave Welling Photography 

I have photographed the magnificent animals 
that found a permanent home at the Wildlife 
Waystation since I began volunteering there in 
1987

I am a professional wildlife and nature 
photographer and I invite you to view some of 
my work on my web sites at 

www.strikingnatureimagesbydavewelling.com
and
www.agpix.com/davewelling

You can also view and purchase beautiful 
prints and note cards of many of the Wildlife 
Waystation animals at my Fine Art Print site 
at

http://dave-welling.artistwebsites.com/

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL NET PROCEEDS 
FROM THE SALE OF ANY PRINT OR NOTE 
CARD OF ANY WILDLIFE WAYSTATION 
ANIMAL WILL BE DONATED TO THE 
WILDLIFE WAYSTATION TO HELP THE 
ORGANIZATION CONTINUE WITH ITS 
GREAT WORK ON BEHALF OF WILDLIFE. 

Thank you for helping the world’s wildlife and 
the Wildlife Waystation 

           Dave Welling 

Joe Dovala Photography

www.jcdovala.com 

Purveyor of Fine Underwater 
Imagery 

& 
Multi-Media Production 

jcdovala@verizon.net 

805.750.3621 

www.jcdovala.com 

RichardRichardRich Razo.comardRazo.comard



Corsica’s Deli & Catering
A Taste of Italy in Sunland

Celebrating 40 Years October 14, 2010
Prosciutto Di Parma * Fresh Mozzarella * Pancetta

Delicious Sandwiches & 
Platters

Gift Baskets
Homemade

     Cannoli  *  Lasagna
  Baked Ziti  *  Manicotti

& much more……

Visit Our Web Site!
www.corsicadeli.com

e-commerce

email marketing

cms & crm

100% design control

hosting 

seo friendly

analytics

blog

forum

private pages

ON THE HORIZON WITH FUTURE WILDLIFE 

WAYSTATION eMAG ISSUES 

Guest Editorials
Photo Contest

and more

stay tuned!

WANT TO 
ADVERTISE?

call Shelly
(818) 899-5201
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ON THE HORIZON WITH FUTURE WILDLIFE 

WAYSTATION eMAG ISSUES 

Guest Editorials
Photo Contest

and more

stay tuned!

ON THE HORIZON WITH FUTURE WILDLIFE 
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14831 Little Tujunga Canyon Road

Angeles National Forest, CA 91342

(818) 899-5201

WildlifeWaystation.org

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  t h a t  w o r k e d  s o  h a r d 
d o n a n t i n g  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  p r o d u c i n g 

t h i s  o n l i n e  m a g a z i n e  a n d  t h e  n e w  w e b  s i t e .

WildlifeWaystation.org




